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ANNUAL SHAREHOLDERS’ MEETING 

The Annual Shareholders’ Meeting took place on Tuesday, May 9th. A quorum was achieved, 

exceeding the minimum required number of shares by 14,447 or roughly 37 apartments. One 

hundred sixty-nine (169) out of the 267 shareholder apartments participated either by presence or 

proxy, giving us 128% of the quorum minimum of 51,894. 

An election was held for the three Board positions ending in May, these having been held by 

Anne Eckhardt, Edward Leahy, and Pia Prevost. The candidates running for these positions 

were: Anne Eckhardt, Michael Hoffman, Edward Leahy, Makram Elie Maouad, Pia Prevost and 

Roy Sirengo. 

As specified on the ballot, no more than three candidates may be voted for and the three 

candidates receiving the most votes would be elected. The voting tally follows: 

 

   Edward Leahy   15,849 

   Pia Prevost   14,083 

   Anne Eckhardt  13,191 

   Roy Sirengo     9,677 

   Michael Hoffman    4,445 

   Makram Elie Maouad    3,407 

Thus Edward Leahy, Pia Prevost and Anne Eckhardt are elected to the Board. 

Incumbents Bryce Bermingham, Peg Russell and Bertine Lafayette will continue in office, their 

terms ending in May 2018. 

The election of officers to the positions of President, Vice-President, Secretary and Treasurer 

will be determined at the next meeting of the Board.  

The 2015-16 financial statements for the corporation were mailed shortly before the meeting and 

should have been received by all shareholders. They are posted on the corporation’s website 

www.theberkeleycoop.com in PDF format, to be found under the ‘Corporate 

Governance/Financial Statements’ tabs. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

A SUMMARY OF THE MINUTES OF THE SHAREHOLDERS’ MEETING 
What follows is a summary of the high points of matters discussed at the Shareholders’ Meeting. 

 

Board President Anne Eckhardt introduced the Board members and visitors. 

 

http://www.theberkeleycoop.com/
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The reading of the minutes of the previous meeting was waived. 

 

Quorum/Election Committee 

A quorum was declared at 7:50 PM. 

 

Each candidate running for office made a five-minute statement. 

 

Shareholder voting took place and the Quorum/Election committee collected the ballots for 

tabulation. 

 

Finance Committee 

Accountant Rick Montanye gave an overview of the corporation’s financial status and answered 

questions from the assembly. The overview included: 

   - The corporation had a financially successful year, ending with a $6,000 surplus. 

   - Real estate taxes have risen by 8%, up $100,000 to $700,000. 

   - Repairs amount to 10% of the corporation’s budget. 

   - The budget for 2017 will be tight. 

   - Much concern was expressed by the assembly about the low reserve fund of $683,000. 

Anne Eckhardt added the following notes: 

   - The Beautification Assessment fund stands at $9,300 as of April 30. 

   - The corporation currently owns nineteen apartments and will be selling two this year, the first 

set to close this month, which is a Junior 4 apartment for $499,000. 

   - A possibility for generating future income: Bargold Rentals is offering an opportunity to buy 

the storage units back from Bargold for a price of $108K. These units generate 

approximately $60,000 in annual income. In less than twenty-one months we would have 

recouped the $108,000 and would still enjoy the $60,000 rental income per year. 

Garden Committee 

   - Once again we will be on the Jackson Heights Beautification Group Garden Tour scheduled 

for June 10th. Anyone interested in helping out should contact Katherine Howard.   

   - The Garden Rules are posted at the entrances to the garden. Please abide by these rules. They 

may also be found on our website. 

   - Our garden is not a "green space" playground for Berkeley children. The garden is a place for 

adults and children to enjoy a natural environment but is not a playground. 

   - Riding toys are not permitted. Running and jumping off the walkway into the pit is not 

allowed. Children must be accompanied by a guardian. Please make sure children do not pick 

the flowers or climb trees. 

   - There is no smoking in the garden. 

   - Please clean up after yourselves 

   - Notice was given that the Travers Park renovation is scheduled to begin this autumn where 

there will be a dedicated green space. This is a playground where children can exercise their 

vocal and physical powers to their heart’s content. 
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   - The idea of composting was brought up now that our vermin issue has been resolved. This 

will be put on the next Board meeting agenda. 

   - Children’s play area in the Garden: Parents will be forming a committee to develop a list of 

desired items/activities for children in the garden to be presented to the Board for 

consideration. 

Admissions Committee 

   - In 2016, seventeen apartments were sold by shareholders. 

   - So far in 2017, ten shareholders have sold their apartments, five of which sales have been 

approved by the Admissions Committee in the last two weeks and will be closing shortly. 

   - The 2016 average price per share was $1,101.21. Thus far in 2017, it is $1,246.47. 

   - A list of sales prices can be found on our website.  At the website, go the last tab ‘More’ and 

click on the ‘Recent Sales Listing’ tab. 

Capital Improvements Committee 

   - Repointing: One apartment remains with leak issues. If you are having leak issues, please 

make sure you contact Milton right away. 

   - 77th Street Ramp and Retaining Wall: Reconstruction will begin after the June 10 Garden 

Tour. The following bids are being finalized: 

  Sasco Builders Inc.  $ 90K 

  Sage Builders Corp  $280K 

  Skyline   $260K 

 -  78th Street Gas Restoration: The cost of restoring gas to the affected apartments was $33,000. 

   - The total cost of repairs and improvements to the laundry room was $50,000. This included 

engineering costs in connection with the installation of the backflow prevention device 

($7,500.00), as well as the backflow prevention installation ($16,800.00), which needed to be 

done regardless of the laundry room gas situation. Accordingly, the actual cost for the 

laundry room gas restoration is $25,700.  

   - We are currently waiting on National Grid to set up a new gas account for the laundry room 

and to install a separate gas meter. 

   - Fowler Laundry: The Board is aware that there have been issues with the laundry rooms. Our 

contract with Fowler expires May 2019. Fowler has been very accommodating throughout 

the renovation of the 78th Street laundry room. However, after the completion of the 78th 

Street laundry room, we will be meeting with Fowler to discuss our dissatisfaction with their 

service. If their service issues cannot be remedied, we will find a way to terminate the 

contract. 

Hospitality Committee 

   - Bertine Lafayette, Board Secretary, discussed creating a hospitality committee to assimilate 

new owners into our community to help point them in the right direction when it comes to 

getting things done. She has one volunteer at the moment. Anyone interested in volunteering 
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for this committee may contact Bertine via berkboard@gmail.com. Also please see the item 

‘Communications at the Berkeley’ below should you be without Internet connection. 

Miscellaneous 

   - During the past year, we have seen an increase in noise complaints. We live in apartments. 

We need to be mindful of our neighbors. We have many families with children – running and 

jumping in the apartment disturbs your neighbors. 

   - Text/email blast service: A test was conducted on May 9th, however, many shareholders may 

not have received the message. Please check your spam for an email from ‘Communications’ 

with a subject heading of ‘Communications at Berkowners Inc.’ Anne Eckhardt will have 

Wavecrest resend the message again shortly. 

   - Garbage: Pizza boxes need to be brought to the basement. Any other food containers need to 

be put in plastic bags before throwing them down the garbage chute. Stacks of 

newspapers/magazines need to be brought to the basement. Leaving pizza boxes and 

unwashed food containers in the trash room breed roaches and mice. 

   - If you have a roach problem, make sure you get in touch with Milton for our monthly 

exterminator visit. 

The meeting adjourned at 10:00 PM 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

A NOTE FROM THE PRESIDENT – ANNUAL SHAREHOLDERS’ MEETING 

IN REGARDS TO THE AGENDA 

I wish to apologize for the way in which the order of the meeting was conducted. When I was 

preparing for the meeting, I was typing up my notes/thoughts in no particular order. We had not 

had an election (or quorum) in four years and I forgot about the standard agenda format for the 

annual shareholder’s meeting. I rearranged my notes into an agenda in the order I thought would 

be most important to the shareholders. Again, I apologize and I promise it will not happen next 

year. 

Anne Eckhardt, Board President 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

FROM THE GARDEN COMMITTEE 

The resident gardeners at the Berkeley maintain individual plots and labor cooperatively to keep 

our garden beautiful. Should there be questions or problems with aspects of caring for our garden 

such as overhanging branches, pruning or grass seeding, please let us know. Increasingly 

gardeners report incidents of torn branches, trampled plants, abandoned houseplants and the 

ripping out of ivy from the fence. We will cooperate to resolve any gardening concerns and are 

glad to help find new homes for plants but respectfully request that you contact us before taking 

action or leaving anything in or making changes to the garden.  Better yet, join us. Spring is here 

and we welcome anyone who wants to work with us. 

 

Thank you. 

Contact: Katherine at howfelice@gmail.com/Kayhan at kayhan@artivista.org 

mailto:berkboard@gmail.com
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____________________________________________________________________________ 

THANKS TO THE MEETING VOLUNTEERS 
The Quorum/Election Committee offers its thanks to the following individuals who helped in 

registering shareholders: Ted Feliciello, Fred Fishel, Katherine Howard, Marianne Maley, 

Carmen Rivera and William Scharff. Thanks to Anne Eckhardt for the loan of her laptop 

computer. Thanks to Alina Rivera and Tom Russell for holding themselves in reserve for the 

registration. Special thanks to William for his help in transporting the registration materials back 

to the Quorum Committee’s office. 

Our thanks to Juan Grullon and Humberto Pazmino who, under Milton Rivera’s direction, as 

always outdid themselves in setting up the community room. 

Finally, special thanks to Ms. Ella Bozzi-Imlay, Mr. Fred De Salvio, Ms. Apple Eckhardt, Mr. 

Ralph Gonzalez, Mr. Leo Howard-Feliciello, Mr. Rafi Lukeman, Mr. Woody Pomeroy, Mr. 

Lincoln Rivera, Mr. D’Jango (‘The Magnificent’) Till, Mr. Monty Woodward, the mysterious 

Mr. (or Ms.?) Perri of 77th Street, the newly arrived feline in 78th Street who keeps watch over 

the garden from its window perch and with whom one committee member plays ‘peek-a-boo’ 

and all the other four-footed residents of the Berkeley for their unfailing moral support, good 

spirits and all around cuteness. They keep this committee in good cheer. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

JHBG GARDEN TOUR – SATURDAY, JUNE 10, 2017 
For the fourth year, the Berkeley will be on the Jackson Heights Beautification Group’s Annual 

Garden Tour. It will run from 12 noon to 4:00pm. For further details please see: www.jhbg.org. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

COMMUNICATIONS AT THE BERKELEY 

As a reminder to long-time residents or as news to new residents, we mention the 

Communications Committee. It consists of bulletin boards, a printed newsletter, the Berkeley 

Grapevine, and two Internet entities, the Berkeley Coop List Serve and the Berkeley website. 

Each is described below. 

Bulletin boards – Six locked boards are positioned at or quite near the mailboxes. They contain 

notices and announcements from the Board as well as notices on public safety. Three open 

boards are in the three laundry rooms. These are for any postings that shareholders should like to 

make. 

Newsletter – Published on an as-need basis printed copies of which may be picked up at the 

mailboxes of each building. The newsletter is also posted on the Berkeley website. 

An announcement to alert residents of a new issue is made to subscribers to the 

List Serve (see below.) Items for inclusion in the newsletter may be sent to 

berkeleynewsletter@msn.com 

List Serve – This is a Google group where residents may communicate and share helpful 

tips/information about the building and the community. To join… 

1. Go to www.groups.google.com/group/berkeleycoop. 

2. Click on ‘Subscribe to this group’. 

3. Enter your email address where you wish to receive emails from the group then 

mailto:berkeleynewsletter@msn.com
http://www.groups.google.com/group/berkeleycoop
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enter the confirmation text. 

4. A subscription confirmation email will be sent to the email address entered. 

5. When the email arrives, click on the ‘Join This Group’ button. 

Website – www.theberkeleycoop.com. There you will find the By-laws of the corporation; the 

House Rules; forms and applications for renovations, refinancing, STAR rebates, etc. 

In addition, there is an archive of this newsletter, of the financial statements back to 

2007 as well as other information about the history of the Berkeley and of Jackson 

Heights. 

Please also note that the Board itself has an email address: berkboard@gmail.com. 

WE ACTIVELY SEEK TO IMPROVE ALL ASPECTS OF THE BERKELEY, 

ESPECIALLY ITS COMMUNICATION FRAMEWORK. PLEASE SEND COMMENTS 

ON ANY ISSUE TO: berkeleynewsletter@msn.com. 

 

FOR THOSE WITHOUT ACCESS TO THE INTERNET, LETTERS MAY BE POSTED 

CARE OF THE BOARD SECRETARY: 

 

Mrs. Bertine Lafayette 

77-12 35th Avenue 

Apartment B22 

Jackson Heights, NY  11372 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

SCHEDULED BOARD MEETINGS 
The dates for the summer Board meetings have not been finalized.  The Board will notify 

residents as soon as the calendar is set.  As always, between 6:00–6:30PM, all 

shareholders/tenants may come to the Boardroom in the basement of the 77th Street Building to 

discuss issues with a Board member. The Board asks that you send an email in advance 

(berkboard@gmail.com) to let it know the nature of your issue and that you be succinct in your 

presentation. If you are not a resident of 77th Street, you may contact the Board at the above 

email address to gain entrance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Milton Rivera, Superintendent:     718-424-0040 

Emergency:                                    646-403-2558 

Board E-mail address:    berkboard@gmail.com 

Newsletter E-mail address:                                      

                            berkeleynewsletter@msn.com  

Berkeley Google Group/Listserve:                                                        
berkeleycoop@googlegroups.com 

Berkeley Website: www.theberkeleycoop.com 

Management Company: 

Wavecrest Management Team Ltd. 

87-14 116th Street 

Richmond Hill, NY 11418 

Main Office Phone — 718-463-1200 

FAX – 718-850-2798 

Jay Yablonsky — 718-412-3749 

Email: JYablonsky@twmt.net 

Yolanda Cuadrado — 718-412-3755 

Email: Ycuadrado@twmt.net 

Emergencies (Eves., Wknds. & Hols.): 718-692-7178 

BERKELEY — IMPORTANT CONTACT NUMBERS 

 

Contributors to this issue were Terrence Dineen, Anne Eckhardt, Katherine Howard and Bertine Lafayette. 

Anyone wishing to contribute an article or notice to the Berkeley Grapevine should contact the Berkeley 

Cooperative Newsletter at berkeleynewsletter@msn.com 

http://www.theberkeleycoop.com/
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