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BOARD NOTES FROM THE MEETING HELD ON AUGUST 10, 2021 

 
Directors present; Pia Prevost, Peggy Russel, Walter Chadwick, Ed Leahy, Julie Nguyen, Zack 
Rosenblatt, and Wanda Chin. Also present were Jay Yablonsky of Wavecrest Management Team, Ltd., 
the Cooperatives’ managing agent, Carlos Rivera, the Cooperative’s superintendent, and Douglas Lister, 
the Cooperative’s consulting architect. 
  

Mr. Chadwick served as chair and called the meeting to order at 6:35 PM.  
 

1. The Board reviewed and approved as written the minutes of the July 13, 2021 Board meeting. 
 

2. Mr. Lister reported to the Board on several items that he is involved in, as follows: 
 2 firms have installed sample windows. Mr. Lister will follow-up with the 3rd firm. 
 A bid package on the windows should be sent out by August 20, with sealed bids to be 

sent to Jay Yablonsky, due by September 20th.It was agreed that the bids would be 
opened at the September 21, 2021 Board meeting. 

 The Board agreed that the approved window manufacturers would be Skyline, Northern 
Windows, or approved equal. 

 To date interior waterproofing repairs have been completed in over 25 apartments, which 
represent approximately 40% of the apartments that require work. 

 The apartments that have been worked were the ones with the most extensive water 
damage. 

 Approximately $300,000 has been spent to date on the interior work. 
 The contract for the leader, gutter, and waterproofing work, on 78th Street, is currently 

being reviewed by the Coop’s attorney. 
 

At 7:00 p.m. Mr. Lister left the meeting. 
 

3. The Board discussed several building operations issues: 
 Sidewalk replacement, on 78th Street should be completed by the end of the week. 
 A window screen is being installed on the 4th floor hallway of 35th Ave. 
 Shareholder alterations are underway in several apartments. 
 Carlos will be on vacation the week of Aug. 13. 

 

At 7:10 p.m. Mr. Rivera left the meeting 
 

4. Ms. Prevost reported that the contract with E4P, has been signed, and paperwork is being 
processed so that a deposit check can be issued. 

5. Ms. Nguyen reported that she is researching upgrading the building systems to make Coop 
provided Wi-Fi more accessible. Ms. Nguyen agreed to prepare a report for review by the Board 
at the next meeting. 

 

6. The Board discussed a proposed laundry room use schedule that Mr. Rosenblatt prepared. 
 

7. Ms. Chin reported that we currently have $89,399.86 in the operating account, $70,343.31 in the 
self-escrow account, and $5.3 million in the various reserve accounts. The Board approved rolling 
over the CD that matures on 9/2/21. Ms. Chin also reported that the signatories, on all of the 
reserve accounts, have been updated. 
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8. The Board discussed the current economic inflation, and the possible need to increase 
maintenance. It was agreed to consider that when the Board reviews a proposed 2022 operating 
budget in November. 
 

9. The garden tour is scheduled for September 18, 2021. It was agreed that i) masks would be 
required on the tour, and ii) no snacks or drinks will be provided. 
 

10. Price quotes are being obtained for repointing the flagstone in the garden. 
 

11. The Board discussed, but made no decision, on installing pads under the tables located in the 
garden. 
 

12. The Board noted that the City is re-implementing curbside composting pick-up. Mr. Chadwick 
agreed to obtain additional information on this system. 
 

13. The next meeting of the Board was previously scheduled for September 21, 2021, at 6:30 p.m. 
 
There being no further business to come before the Board, Mr. Chadwick accepted a motion to 
adjourn at 8:15 p.m. 

End of Board Notes 

 
 

OTHER NEWS ITEMS 
 

JO FOSTER: A TRIBUTE FROM THE GARDEN COMMITTEE 
 

Quotes from fellow gardeners and composters on learning of her passing on Tuesday August 17, 2021 
 
 

“Jo…a true English gardener,” 
 

“She really loved gardening,” 
 

“Jo was an extraordinary person full of broad knowledge and experience….and fierce determination,” 
 

“Jo was unique and many of us will remember her bright, bold spirit,” 
 

“Jo reinforced in me the idea that life should be about the honest, passionate and meditative journey,” 
 

“…this past Sunday I saw her heading to The Farmer’s Market,” 
 

“Very sorry….,” 
 

“She will be missed”. 
 

SERVICES AT THE BERKELEY 

Each building has a donation bin for clothing/shoes/linens/towels in their basement: (Ask your 
porter for directions if you don't see one). Deposit any clothing, shoes, accessories, linens or 
towels (in closed plastic bags please) in these bins. Service is provided by Re-fashion NYC 
donation bins in conjunction with Housing Works. More information here: 
      https://www.housingworks.org/donate/re-fashionnyc 
 

Each building has a  cage for electronics recycling.  
E-cycle NYC: Accepts all kinds of discarded electronics, big and small. Check the list to see 
exactly what they take. Please note: Appliances, batteries, and light bulbs are NOT accepted 
here. More info about E-cycle NYC here: 
 

      https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/dsny/site/services/electronics/overview-electronics-ecycle 
 

Lastly, each building has a locked bin for paper shredding services.Once it is full the vendor 
replaces it with an empty bin and the full one is taken off site for shredding.  
 

Our thanks to Melissa Soltis for posting this on the Berkowners Google Group. 
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CELEBRATE HISTORIC JACKSON HEIGHTS  

Sponsored annually by the Jackson Heights Beautification Group and usually held in June, it’s 
planned this year for the weekend of Sept. 18th & 19th.  Pandemic conditions permitting.  

The agenda for that weekend is: 

Saturday, September 18th  
Rain date for Garden Tour: September 25th - all other events rain or shine  
A Self-Guided Tour of Private Interior Gardens  
From 12 noon to 4:00pm. These park-like private gardens, surrounded by 1920s-era garden 
apartments, are only open to the public once a year. Visit up to fifteen gardens at your own pace, 
following a map included in your ticket; Tickets can be purchased in advance or in front of the 
Community Church, 81-10 35th Ave, on Saturday morning beginning at 11am: $10  
 
Sunday, September 19th  
Escorted Walking Tours of the Historic District - Rain or shine  
At 12 noon. Tickets must be purchased or reserved. The tours will meet in front of the Community 
Church, the southwestern corner of 82nd Street and 35th Avenue: $10  
 
Tickets help support the fine work of the JHBG and may be purchased beginning September 1st 
at:  ESPRESSO 77 at 35-57 77th Street, Jackson Heights. Open 7am to 10pm daily  
For ticket information and directions leave a message at (347) 766-9129  
 

 
USING THE LAUNDRY ROOMS 

 

The board has discussed and decided to keep the laundry scheduling system moving forward. 
Please see attached for guidelines which will be posted on every laundry room door. 
 
Laundry Room Signup Guidelines 
- Each slot is 2 hours long. Reserving two consecutive (overlapping) time slots provides you 

with 3 hours. 
- Reserving a slot entitles you to as many washers and dryers as you want; no need to reserve 

multiple slots to get multiple machines. 
 

Please be considerate 
- Remove your clothes promptly so the apartment behind you can begin their appointment on 

time. Similarly, do not start a load of laundry (or select too much time) if it will not finish 
before the next scheduled appointment. 

- Do not fold laundry in the room if it is not your scheduled time (unless you have permission 
from the person currently using the room). 

- If you are unable to make your reserved appointment time, PLEASE REMOVE your 
apartment from the schedule. 

 
20 MINUTE GRACE PERIOD IN EFFECT. If you do not begin your slot within 20 minutes of 
the start time, someone else may take your slot (and must finish before the next appointment 
begins).  
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VIRTUAL MONTHLY TOWN HALL  
The September Virtual Town Hall, open to all shareholders, will be held on Thursday, 
September 30th, starting at 7pm. It will be hosted by the organizer, Roy Sirengo. The town hall 
is a forum where you may ask questions, share information, and meet & greet your neighbors 
and you may post questions for the September meeting on the Google Group.  The Board may be 
contacted for answers to pertinent questions.  
 

You don’t need a computer to attend.  Just use your phone. The dial-in numbers are listed in the 
meeting invitation. When you dial-in, you'll be prompted to enter the Meeting ID number. This 
appears above the list of phone numbers. If you are out of town (yes attendees have called from 
out-of-town) there are phone numbers for Washington, Chicago, Houston, San Jose & Tacoma. 
 

For those that have Internet access, the meeting uses the Zoom conferencing software, available 
for desktops and mobile devices. Login details and an agenda will be posted on the Google 
Groups a few days before the September 30th meeting. The monthly Town Hall is held on the 
last Thursday of the month except for Nov. & Dec. due to the holidays. See the Berkeley Co-op 
Google group for this year’s complete schedule. 

 

THE GARDEN COMMITTEE 

If you are interested in joining the Garden Committee, volunteering for garden workdays, adopting 
a plot, donating, or have further questions, please contact: 

Katherine (howfelice@gmail.com) 
 

THE BERKELEY SOCIAL CLUB 

Until further notice, all events have been postponed 
 

 
SCHEDULED BOARD MEETINGS 

The upcoming Board meetings for this calendar year are scheduled as follows: Sept. 21st, Oct. 12th, 
Nov. 9th, Dec.14th. Due to the coronavirus, the Board will not be meeting with residents.  If you have 
a topic you would like to discuss with the Board, please email the Board at berkboard@gmail.com 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Carlos Rivera, Superintendent: 718-424-0040 
Emergency:   646-403-2558 
Superintendent email:  superberkeley@gmail.com 
Board E-mail address: berkboard@gmail.com 
Newsletter E-mail address:  

         berkownersnewsletter@gmail.com  
Berkeley Google Group/Listserv:                                                    
              Theberkownerscoop@googlegroups.com 
Berkeley Website:        www.theberkeleycoop.com 

Management Company: 
Wavecrest Management Team Ltd. 
87-14 116th Street 
Richmond Hill, NY 11418 
Main Office Phone — 718-463-1200 
FAX – 718-850-2798 
Jay Yablonsky — 718-412-3749 
Yolanda Cuadrado — 718-412-3755 
Email: Berk052@twmt.net 
Emergencies (Eves., Wknds. & Hols.): 718-692-7178 

BERKELEY — IMPORTANT CONTACT NUMBERS 
 

Contributors to this issue were Fred Fishel, Melissa Soltis, Katherine Howard & The Garden Committee, Marina 
Pomeroy, and Zach Rosenblatt. Anyone wishing to contribute an article or notice to the Berkeley Grapevine should 
contact the Berkeley Cooperative Newsletter at berkownersnewsletter@gmail.com 


